
NEW MEXICO TREE FARM PROGRAM

“A PARTNERSHIP SINCE 1947”



• INTRODUCTIONS:
- DOUG BOYKIN, SOCORRO DISTRICT FORESTER 
AND NM TREE FARM PROGRAM ADVISOR 
- TODD HAINES, BERNALILLO DISTRICT FORESTER, 
- MATT SILVA, NM TREE FARM COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN AND TREE FARMER FROM THE ZUNI MTS,
- TOM BENNION, NM TREE FARM COMMITTEE VICE-
CHAIRMAN AND TREE FARMER FROM THE JEMEZ
MTNS.



NEW MEXICO’S LANDSCAPE IS MIXED AND 
VARIABLE, FROM DESERTS, GRASSLANDS, VAST  
PONDEROSA PINE/ PINYON-JUNIPER FOREST TO 

HIGH ALTITUDE MIXED CONIFER FOREST. 



WE 
CURRENTLY 
HAVE 171 
PIONEER 
AND 
CERTIFIED 
TREE FARMS 
IN NEW 
MEXICO





Tree Farms by Vegetation Type

Mixed Conifer - 16 Ponderosa Pine/Oak - 3 Pinon/Juniper/Oak  - 1

Pinon/Juniper - Ponderosa Pine  Mix -  45 Pinon/Juniper - 16 Ponderosa Pine/ Mixed Conifer - 7

Ponderosa Pine  - 81 Spruce/Fir - 2



NM Tree Farms by Size Class

10-49 Acres - 69 50 - 149 acres - 38 150 - 299 acres - 22 300 - 499 acres - 13 500 - 749 acres -  5 750 acres  +  - 24







PROPERTY CLASSIFICATION:
THE NEW MEXICO PROPERTY TAX 

PROVISIONS OFFER NO INCENTIVES THAT 
ARE SPECIFICALLY DIRECTED TO FOREST 

LANDS. HOWEVER, USING LAND TO 
PRODUCE FOREST PRODUCTS OR IN A 

MANNER THAT QUALIFIES FOR 
COMPENSATION UNDER A FEDERAL SOIL 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM IS 
CONSIDERED AN AGRICULTURAL USE THAT 
MAY ENTITLE THE LAND TO BE VALUED ON 
THE BASIS OF ITS CAPACITY TO PRODUCE 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 
(NM STAT ANN SEC. 7-36-20).



CHAPTER 7: TAXATION
ARTICLE 36: VALUATION OF PROPERTY, 7-
36-1 THROUGH 7-36-33
SECTION 7-36-20: SPECIAL METHOD OF 
VALUATION; LAND USED PRIMARILY FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES

UNIVERSAL CITATION: NM STAT § 7-36-20 (1996 THROUGH 1ST SESS
50TH LEGIS)
7-36-20. SPECIAL METHOD OF VALUATION; LAND USED PRIMARILY 
FOR AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES

http://law.justia.com/citations.htmlNM%20Stat%20%C2%A7%207-36-20%20(1996%20through%201st%20Sess%2050th%20Legis)


A. THE VALUE OF LAND USED PRIMARILY FOR AGRICULTURAL 
PURPOSES SHALL BE DETERMINED ON THE BASIS OF THE LAND'S 
CAPACITY TO PRODUCE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS. EVIDENCE OF 
BONA FIDE PRIMARY AGRICULTURAL USE OF LAND FOR THE TAX 
YEAR PRECEDING THE YEAR FOR WHICH DETERMINATION IS MADE 
OF ELIGIBILITY FOR THE LAND TO BE VALUED UNDER THIS SECTION 
CREATES A PRESUMPTION THAT THE LAND IS USED PRIMARILY FOR 
AGRICULTURAL PURPOSES DURING THE TAX YEAR IN WHICH THE 
DETERMINATION IS MADE. IF THE LAND WAS VALUED UNDER THIS 
SECTION IN ONE OR MORE OF THE THREE TAX YEARS PRECEDING THE 
YEAR IN WHICH THE DETERMINATION IS MADE AND THE USE OF THE 
LAND HAS NOT CHANGED SINCE THE MOST RECENT VALUATION 
UNDER THIS SECTION, A PRESUMPTION IS CREATED THAT THE LAND 
CONTINUES TO BE ENTITLED TO THAT VALUATION.



B. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS SECTION, "AGRICULTURAL 
USE" MEANS THE USE OF LAND FOR THE PRODUCTION OF 
PLANTS, CROPS, TREES, FOREST PRODUCTS, ORCHARD 
CROPS, LIVESTOCK, POULTRY, CAPTIVE DEER OR ELK, OR 
FISH. THE TERM ALSO INCLUDES THE USE OF LAND THAT 
MEETS THE REQUIREMENTS FOR PAYMENT OR OTHER 
COMPENSATION PURSUANT TO A SOIL CONSERVATION 
PROGRAM UNDER AN AGREEMENT WITH AN AGENCY 
OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.



PER THE REGULATIONS IN NEW MEXICO STATUTE 7-36-20, THE TERM 
"AGRICULTURAL USE" RELATES TO THE USE OF LAND FOR THE 
PRODUCTION OF RESOURCES SUCH AS CROPS, LIVESTOCK, OR IN THE 
CASE OF FORESTRY, TREES AND FOREST PRODUCTS THAT ARE 
PRODUCED FOR SALE OR HOME USE IN WHOLE OR PART”.

THIS IS A CRITICAL ELEMENT TO THE AMERICAN TREE FARM SYSTEM
(ATFS) CERTIFICATION PROCESS. TIMBER MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES 
IN SOME CAPACITY (E.G., THINNING, GROUP SELECTION, CROP TREE 
SELECTION, ETC.) MUST BE DEFINED IN THE REQUIRED WRITTEN PLAN IN 
ORDER TO GAIN ATFS CERTIFICATION.  UNLIKE THE SHORT 
ROTATIONAL HARVEST OF ROW CROPS, FOREST LANDS REQUIRE 
MULTIPLE YEARS OF GROWTH AND AN ACTUAL PRODUCT MAY ONLY 
BE HARVESTED ONCE EVERY 20 YEARS OR SO.  REGULATIONS IN THE 
STATUTE ALSO STATE THAT THE MINIMUM ACREAGE THAT CAN BE 
UNDER AGRICULTURAL USE IS ONE ACRE.  ACREAGE FOR ATFS 
CERTIFICATION QUALIFICATION MUST BE AT LEAST TEN ACRES, SO BY 
DEFAULT IT COHERES TO THIS REGULATION.

Why do we feel that Certified Tree Farmers should  
Receive the Agricultural Tax Status in NM?  



- BECOMING CERTIFIED UNDER THE AMERICAN TREE FARM 
SYSTEM SUPPORTS A LANDOWNERS GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 
OF PROPER FOREST MANAGEMENT. 
- THOUGH THERE ARE MANY ELEMENTS THAT PROMOTE 

IMPROVEMENTS TO WATER, SOIL, WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND ALL 
OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS, THE MANAGEMENT 
PLAN MUST ALSO INCORPORATE WOOD AND/OR FIBER 
PRODUCTION AS AN ELEMENT.
- WITHIN THE AFF STANDARDS OF SUSTAINABILITY FOR FOREST 
CERTIFICATION ON PRIVATE LANDS, STANDARD 8: FOREST 
PRODUCT HARVEST AND OTHER ACTIVITIES;  BOTH 
PERFORMANCE MEASURE 8.1 AND PERFORMANCE MEASURE 
8.2 ( WITH THEIR ASSOCIATED INDICATORS)  REFERENCE 
FOREST PRODUCT HARVESTING ACTIVITIES THAT  ADDRESS 
WOOD AND FIBER PRODUCTION.
- BASED ON A COMPARISON OF THE ATFS STANDARDS AND 
THE NEW MEXICO STATUTE, ANY FOREST LAND THAT 
BECOMES APPROPRIATELY CERTIFIED UNDER THE ATFS 
SHOULD THEREFORE ALSO QUALIFY AS LAND UNDER 
AGRICULTURAL USE AS STATED IN NEW MEXICO'S STATUTE 7-
36-20.

Certified Tree Farmers



NEW MEXICO COUNTIES WITH POLICIES
FOR GRANTING AGRICULTURAL STATUS FOR CERTIFED TREE FARMS 

1. BERNALILLO – Criteria = must show utilizing land for wood products; provide 
retail sales information; Have had only 1 case involving land used for firewood 
“production” – was given agricultural status

2.   McKINLEY- Criteria = 91+ acres and ATFS number/letter; 4 properties 
3. TORRENCE – Must have at least 40 acres. 
4. SANDOVAL  -
5. RIO ARRIBA – Recognizes Tree Farmers as Agricultural producers
6. SAN JUAN – As long as there is something in NM statutes that shows forest 

products as an acceptable agricultural crop. 



THIS IS A SAMPLE 
OF THE ATFS 
INSPECTION 
FORM

Page 1 with 
information and 
signatures.



PAGE 2:  STANDARDS 1-4 

Boxes on the right must be 
checked with 
Notes/Observations, and 
other boxes completed where 
applicable.  



PAGE 3:  STANDARD 5 

Boxes on the right must be 
checked with 
Notes/Observations, and 
other boxes completed where 
applicable.  



PAGE 4:  STANDARDS  
6, 7, & 8.

Boxes on the right must be 
checked with 
Notes/Observations, and 
other boxes completed 
where applicable



EXAMPLE OF AN 
APPROVED 
INSPECTION –
CERTIFIED TREE 
FARMER



EXAMPLE OF AN 
APPROVED 
INSPECTION –
PIONEER
TREE FARMER



DOCUMENTS THAT A COUNTY ASSESSORS 
SHOULD REQUIRE FOR A LANDOWNER TO 
APPLY FOR THE AGRICULTURAL TAX STATUS



MATT’S AND TOM’S  PERSPECTIVE



THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND CONSIDERATION
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