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6 Cover Story
In this issue we profile four outstanding Tree Farming families that excel
in sharing the message of sustainable forestry across the country. National
Outstanding Tree Farmers of the Year for 2002 Ron, Barbara and Clint
Bentz fulfill the dream of reforesting their Oregon land. Southern winners
John and Cathy Burke continue the family Tree Farming tradition in
Virginia. North Central winners Jim and Jody Kerns watch their children
and trees grow together in Iowa. And Northeast winner Amelia “Mimi”
Wright builds forestry partnerships in Delaware.

20 Inspectors Honored
Outstanding Tree Farm Inspectors Gary Beyer, Mike Hughes, Tom Patton
and Phil Auger are just a few of the thousands of inspectors working with
landowners every day to keep the Tree Farm System alive and flourishing.
Here we honor their dedication to the quality of the program.

22 Stewardship Rewarded
Over time states have realized that to strive for the public policy goal of
forest perpetuation, the tax system has to be modified to tax forestland at
less than full market value. 

34 Tree Farmers Gather
Tree Farmers across the country come together to enjoy the birthplace of
American forestry in Asheville, North Carolina.

departments
26 Taxing Issues

Prepare to file your tax return with confidence.

28 Woodland Security
Laying out the fundamental controls for a stumpage sale.

30 Wildlife Matters
Tips on feeding our feathered friends.

32 Tools & Techniques
Finding the music in your wood.
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T he ninth annual 2002 National Tree
Farmer Convention celebrated the histo-
ry of American forestry — and the Tree

Farmers who have nurtured and expanded the
country’s commitment to good stewardship. Al-
most 500 of us gathered in Asheville, North Car-
olina — near where Gifford Pinchot opened the
first forestry school — on November 7 to begin
four days of fellowship and education.

New Hampshire Tree Farmer Tom Thomson,
outgoing chairman of the American Tree Farm
System’s National Public Affairs Committee,

opened the day on Friday by reading
aloud from a letter from President
George Bush: “I commend the Ameri-
can Tree Farm System for your efforts
to educate our nation’s forestland
owners about conservation. I also ap-
plaud the Tree Farmers for your dedi-
cation to protecting watersheds and
wildlife habitat, conserving soil, pro-
viding recreation, and for producing
wood, and invaluable resource in our
country and around the world.”

Then Potlatch Corp. CEO Penn
Siegel, chairman of the board of
trustees of the American Forest Foun-
dation, outlined his predictions for the

future of Tree Farming (see excerpts, page 34),
stressing the importance of getting involved at
the local, state and national level. “Like it our
not, we need to be in Washington, and in the
state capitals. Because W.C. Fields was right: If
you’re not careful, for every action, there’s an
equal and opposite government program. And
that, we just can’t risk.”

With this keynote address in mind, Tree
Farmers spent much of Friday exploring a vari-
ety of informational sessions designed to appeal
to new Tree Farmers as well as those who have
been managing their forests for years. In addi-
tion to how-to courses on cost-effective ways to
implement Best Management Practices, manag-
ing for wild turkeys and controlling invasive
species, there were tips on producing and mar-
keting specialty woods, updates on green certi-

fication and opportunities in the new Farm Bill,
a panel on creating interpretive trails, a discus-
sion on public values provided by private
forests, and regional breakout sessions in which
Tree Farmers could hash out the issues facing
forest landowners and the American Tree Farm
System. In between sessions we browsed the
Silent Auction, finding an amazing array of for-
est products. 

Also Friday, Cecil Wetsel Jr. earned the BASF
Outstanding Achievements in Sustainable For-
estry Award, given by the American Tree Farm
System and BASF Corp., for promoting sustain-
able forestry. President and chief executive offi-
cer of Wetsel-Oviatt Lumber Co. in El Dorado
Hills, California, for the past 15 years, Wetsel
has crafted his third-generation lumber busi-
ness into a working classroom, a living bill-
board for the forest products industry and a
promotional platform for sustainable forests.
“We’re shooting for decision-makers and educa-
tors,” he says. (For more on his accomplish-
ments and outreach efforts, see page 18.)

The convention culminated with the awards
banquet Saturday night. We began by honoring
Iowa forester Gary Beyer for his dedication to the
Tree Farm program with the annual Wesley R.
Meier Outstanding Inspector of the Year Award.
We then cheered on those Tree Farmers who
have been outstanding advocates for and exam-
ples of good stewardship across the country. 

Then we said good-bye until the next year,
when we’ll gather in Columbus, Ohio, to dis-
cuss another year of issues and accomplish-
ments. We hope the photos and stories through-
out this issue prompt you to start making plans
now to join us in Ohio on October 16 to 19, 2003.
See you there!  tf

BY THERESA D’ORSI

Theresa D’Orsi lives in 
Norwich, Vermont.

from
 the editor

Enjoying the Birthplace
of American Forestry 

The Biltmore Estate
welcomed Tree Farmers for a
pre-convention tour
explaining how its white
pine forests have evolved
since the 1890s, a candlelight
dinner Friday evening and a
wealth of demonstrations
and exhibits during the
Saturday field day. 
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Upon returning from our
Thanksgiving holiday, the na-
tional staff was deeply sad-

dened to receive news that Ron Bentz,
the 2002 National Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year, had passed away
on November 26. Ron was at home
when he was stricken with a fatal heart
attack. Just the day before, Ron and his
family were honored at the Oregon
Tree Farm Committee’s annual meet-
ing and presented with a new red-
wood sign noting their national recog-
nition.

In 1964 Ron purchased 400 acres of
cutover brushland, and with the help
of his wife Barbara, his son Clint and other
family members, Ron transformed it into 700
acres of multiple-use forestland. Through his
vision and hard work Blue Den Ranch became
a showpiece for multiple-use forestry. Today,
Blue Den Ranch has five lakes, one of Ore-
gon’s oldest private fish hatcheries, hosts a
private recreational club, and has more than
600 acres of merchantable timber in various
stages of growth.

I regret not having the opportunity to really
know Ron. As many of you know, along with
being named National Outstanding Tree
Farmer comes a three-year tour-of-duty on the
National Operating Committee. However,
during the short time I did get to visit with
Ron and his family at the Tree Farmer Nation-
al Convention, it was quite apparent to me
that he was a man of high principles and
strong beliefs.

Ron Bentz embodied much of the same
spirit and philosophy to which all Tree Farm-
ers aspire — to leave the land better than they
found it. Not only did Ron accomplish this
during his life, but he left a strong legacy be-
hind him. His son, Clint, will continue to carry
on in his father’s footsteps, keeping Blue Den
Ranch the multiple-use showpiece it is today.

The Tree Farm community has lost a great

leader and an eloquent spokesperson. We ded-
icate this issue of Tree Farmer to the memory of
Ron Bentz and his outstanding contributions
to sustainable forestry. tf

A Life Spent 
Improving the Land

Bob Simpson is national director
of the American Tree Farm System
cxkkkjhhhhh

TREE FARM NATIONAL
OPERATING COMMITTEE
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Ron and Barbara Bentz accept the award for
2002 National Outstanding Tree Farmers of
the Year during the awards banquet Saturday
night at the national convention in Asheville,
North Carolina.
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