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This issue’s stories come from:

4 What Chronic Wasting Disease Means To You
Two years ago almost no one heard of CWD. But since it crossed the Mississippi
River into Wisconsin — and 8,000 elk had to be killed on Saskatchewan game
ranches — CWD has become a more pressing concern across the country. Here
we explain what the disease does to deer and elk, what impact it might have on
humans, how it is spreading and — most importantly — what Tree Farmers can
do to prevent its spread.

10 Flood Your Forest for Ducks
A sequence of flooding and receding water happens almost every year all across
the Southeastern coastal plain, up the Mississippi alluvial valley and throughout
a maze of lesser known flatland rivers and streams across much of North
America. You can harness the flood pulse system to create your own wet woods
for duck hunting and other pleasures. 

14 Target Competition With Smart Herbicides
Effective site preparation creates conditions that allow new forests to thrive.
Tree Farmers who plan for the long term are now turning to “smart” herbicides
as a way to accomplish competition control. 

32 Attend the National Tree Farmer Convention
Join Tree Farmers from around the country to learn about the latest developments
affecting forest management, find practical information that you can use to meet your
ownership objectives, and enjoy the fellowship in Columbus, Ohio.

departments
20 Wildlife Matters

Try these tricks to control a beaver flooding.

22 Sharing Your Experiences 
Tree Farmers and conservationists have much to gain together.

24 Tools & Techniques  
Stop others from plundering our future.

26 Taxing Issues
There are few options for changing your timber basis.
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for multiple benefits to society.
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COVER: THIS MALE WOOD
DUCK IS ONE OF MORE THAN
150 CAVITY-NESTING DUCKS
RAISED BY TREE FARMER
AND PHOTOGRAPHER NED
THERRIEN IN GILFORD, NEW
HAMPSHIRE. HE PUTS UP
WOOD DUCK BOXES ON TWO
SMALL BEAVER PONDS AND
DOES TIMBER MANAGEMENT
TO ENCOURAGE NATURAL
CAVITIES AND ENSURE 
PLENTY OF FOOD FOR THE
BIRDS AND THE BEAVERS. 
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In this issue we explore the impacts —
on both humans and deer herds — of
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). It’s a
national concern, as CWD has been
found in either wild or captive deer or elk
herds in Colorado, Wyoming, Nebraska,
Kansas, Oklahoma, Montana, South
Dakota, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Wiscon-
sin, Illinois, Minnesota, and Utah. A fore-
most writer on CWD, Dr. Dave Samuel
explains what is known about this rela-
tively new disease, including how it is

transmitted. And, as is so
often the case, we find
that Tree Farmers can
play a role in maintaining
the health of animals and
humans. As Dr. Samuel
says, “The most impor-
tant thing you can do to
protect your herds from
chronic wasting disease
is lower deer numbers.”
Much of this can be 
accomplished through
careful hunting practices.
Physician and Tree
Farmer Nick Casto, him-
self an avid hunter, out-
lines the precautions
deer and elk hunters
should take to prevent
exposure to the disease.

For those interested in
hunting waterfowl — or just enjoying
the ever-changing dynamic of wet,
moist and dry of a flood pulse system —
wildlife management consultant and
columnist Jeff Jackson explains how to
create a flooded forest. And consider

harnessing some pond-making power,
as Jackson offers a range of tricks to
control a beaver flooding in his “Wildlife
Matters” column.

Also in this issue we lay out all the op-
portunities for education and fellowship
at the 10th annual National Tree Farmer
Convention. We’ll convene October 16 to
19 in Columbus, Ohio, to celebrate
“Hardwood Country — The Heart of It
All.” Consider joining hundreds of other
Tree Farmers from around the country
who share a unique passion for clean
water, healthy habitats and thriving
forests; as stories are swapped and ad-
vice is shared on everything from practi-
cal forest management to passing on the
legacy of your land to future generations.

Correction
Stop planting that buckthorn! Reader
Nick Gulden found an error in our
March/April article on logging aesthet-
ics. The seed mixture in “Revegetation
Tips” lists buckthorn; it should have
been buckwheat. As Gulden says:
“Buckthorn (rhamnus cathartica) is an
extremely aggressive, exotic shrub
which has completely taken over the un-
derstory in many wooded areas of
southern Minnesota. No woodland own-
er in their right mind would want to
plant it!”
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from the editor

Theresa D’Orsi lives in 
Norwich,Vermont.
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Being director of the American Tree Farm
System (ATFS) requires a lot of travel.
But when you oversee a program with
over 61,000 participants in 46 states, it’s
only natural to try and visit with them as
much as possible. (Many of my col-
leagues are actually startled when they
call my office and I am there to answer.)
However, there are bright spots to all this
travel, and these are the opportunities to
meet other Tree Farmers. Many times
these venues include meetings, awards
banquets, conferences and many other
types of speaking engagements. At
some time during these engagements I
have the chance to answer questions
and just mingle and chat.

I have noted during these times, many of
the same questions keep popping up.
This past year I decided to make a mental
note of the recurring questions and wait
until this column to address them. That
way everyone in the Tree Farm System
can have a better understanding of some
of these key points of the program. Here
are five key points every Tree Farmer
should know.

Your forests are certified. Since 1997
ATFS has been working in a very 
focused manner to make sure that the
oldest forest certification system in the
world established itself as an internation-
ally respected and credible certification
system. Today, ATFS is considered just
that, and is actually being used as a mod-
el by other countries developing their
own certification systems.  

The Tree Farm sign shows the world

you are certified. There are benefits to
being certified. One such benefit is a bi-
lateral agreement signed with the forest
industry’s Sustainable Forestry Initiative®

(SFI®). This agreement states that SFI
member companies consider your
wood certified by a legitimate and credi-
ble certification organization — ATFS —
and will include it in their certified inven-
tory. The impact of this agreement is
that Tree Farm wood is actually being
specifically sought after by many of the
participating companies. These same
companies harvest and manufacture ap-
proximately 85 percent of the nation’s
timber.

The Tree Farm sign is not actually yours.

This sign is owned by the American Tree
Farm System and is placed on your Tree
Farm to show that this property has met
rigorous standards of forest sustainabili-
ty. It identifies your property as certified,
so make sure you display it properly and
where it can be seen. The sign will stay
there for as long as you chose to meet
the standards that the Tree Farm System
foresters use when inspecting your
forestland. The national ATFS program
pays for half the cost of the sign and
your state Tree Farm committee pays
the other half.

Participating in ATFS is free to you.

That’s right! There are no fees or mem-
bership dues to be a certified Tree
Farmer. Since 1941 participation in ATFS
has been free to Tree Farmers. This is ac-
complished by the vast network of
foresters from state agencies, consulting
forestry and industrial forestry who vol-
unteer their time to help forest owners
like you learn about sustainable forestry
and certify your property when you have
met all the requirements. Tree Farmers
receive a visit from a qualified forester
every five years to discuss their manage-

ment plans, talk about the latest develop-
ments in forestry, and inspect the forests
to see if they are still managed in a man-
ner that allows them to bear the Tree
Farm sign. These types of services would
potentially cost you upwards of thou-
sands of dollars, but through the gen-
erosity of contributions from the forest
industry and foresters volunteering their
valuable time, Tree Farmers bear no cost.
So next time you see our contribution
letter in your mailbox, please consider
supporting this program with your vol-
untary contribution. Your contributions
make it possible for the many benefits
you receive from your certification.

ATFS is a program of the American For-

est Foundation (AFF). Many times I mis-
takenly hear people refer to ATFS as a
program of American Forest & Paper
Association, the forest industry’s trade
organization. Not so. ATFS is one of
three programs sponsored solely 
by AFF. The Foundation is a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization that emgages in
some grassroots advocacy activities.
The Foundation has its own board 
of trustees and, as I mentioned earlier,
the programs sponsored by the founda-
tion run entirely from contributions 
and grants. 

These are the answers to questions I
hear repeatedly during my travels. I hope
this bit of information gives all of you a
better understanding of ATFS and some
details as to how it operates. I’ll continue
to be out and about trying to meet as
many of you as I can in my travels. I’ll
start keeping a mental note of other 
often-asked questions and maybe I’ll 
address those in a future column.
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KEY POINTS of the

TREE FARM SYSTEM

Bob Simpson is national 
director of the American Tree
Farm System and vice president
for the American Forest 
Foundation.
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