Streamside Forests & Riparian Buffers

l lnder natural conditions, streamside forests act as
riparian buffers and protect streams.

Riparian buffers benefit streams by:
* Providing shade and keeping water cool
* Filtering sediments and contaminants __
from runoff '
 Stabilizing stream banks with
vegetation
* Reducing erosion from uncontrolled
runoff
* Providing riparian wildlife habitat
* Protecting fish habitat
* Maintaining aquatic food webs
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